SUFISM
ciple in Kant's philosophy, it has a meaning. It is the sum-total
of being, the final presupposition of our experience. It is the
principle only with the help of which our experience in one of
its phases can be organized. All this is the meaning of the concept.
And it is not impossible and meaningless to relate the ideas of
truth, freedom, and value. If three Thats without the Whats are
given, I shall never be able to say whether they are identical or
different. But if the Whats too are given, I may be able to say
whether they are one or not. Not that I can always do it, but that
the possibility of doing it is not excluded; and to do it will not be
meaningless. In fact, the three Absolutes are unified by some
post-Kantians and neo-Kantians.
All the three Absolutes are above religion. The Absolute as
positive being is truth, as positive non-being is freedom, and as
the indetermination between the two is value. The meaning of the
last seems to be that, in what is absolute value, will and truth do
not determine each other, that is, they are not opposed to each
other; and the Absolute is the interdetermination between the
two. The second Absolute is freedom, probably because in it the
will is unthwarted; and as every determination there is a restric-
tion on the will, it is absence of all determinations and therefore
non-being. But this non-being is not simple nothing; it is positive.
It is the Sunya of the Buddhists.
Ill
SUFISM
Sufism is not of Indian origin, nor is it an absolutely contem-
porary phenomenon. It entered India with the Muslims, and has
now become part of India's cultural heritage. Even Muslim writers
say that it found its most congenial soil in India. Sirdar Iqbal All
Shah writes: "Sufism, with its warm mystical yearning after
union and fellowship with God, nowhere found a more suitable
soil to thrive than India, where the very atmosphere was charged
with a deep religious longing to find God, with the result that
to-day it is established that fully two-thirds of India's Muslim
population are under the influence of some o;ae or other of the
darwish orders."1 Guillaume also writes: "Sufism travelled
speedily from Iraq and Persia to India, where it found a con-
genial soil/'* Mr. M. M. Zuhuruddin Ahmad says that Sufism is
1 Islamic Sufism, p. 292.                  * Legacy of Islam, p. 470.
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